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Pathway scope, required tests, warnings, and exclusions

In order to be a candidate for routine screening:

The patient should be 221 years old.

The patient's life expectancy should be 210 years.

The patient should be asymptomatic.

The patient should be at average risk for cervical cancer.
The results of the patient's last Pap test (if done) should

have been satisfactory for interpretation.

Does the patient meet criteria for routine screening?

Page #2
Yes
Patient's age
21to 24 years 25 to 29 years
Has the patient had a Has the patient ever
Pap test for cervical cancer been screened for
screening in the past? cervical cancer?
Page #3 Page #4
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No

Routine screening is not appropriate because of
one or more of the following:

The patient's age and/or health

The patient has symptoms that require a
diagnostic evaluation

The patient has a history that requires
heightened surveillance (rather than routine

30 to 65 years >65 years

Has the patient ever
been screened for
cervical cancer? Adequate prior screening?
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Continued from Page #2

Has the patient had a
Pap test for cervical cancer
screening in the past?

Yes No

Screen now for
When was most cervical cancer with Pap test
recent Pap test? (deferring until 25 years old
is an alternative)

<3 years ago 23 years ago

Screening due 3 years

Screen now for
after most recent

cervical cancer with Pap test
Pap test

https://pathways.uptodate.com/decision-tree/120448/print 3/12



8/6/23, 10:30 AM Cervical cancer screening in resource-rich settings: Screening asymptomatic patients who are at average risk for cervical cancer

Page #4
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Has the patient ever
been screened for
cervical cancer?

Screen now for cervical cancer with
one of the following tests:
Did screening include « Pap test (preferred by UpToDate
negative HPV testing? authors and USPSTF)
« Primary HPV testing (preferred by ACS)
« Co-testing

Yes No

When was the most When was most
recent HPV test? recent Pap test?
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Continued from Page #2

Has the patient ever
been screened for
cervical cancer?

No

Screen now for cervical cancer with
Did screening include one of the following tests:
) 9 . « Primary HPV testing (preferred by ACS)
negative HPV testing?

« Co-testing
« Pap test
Yes No
When was the most When was most
recent HPV test? recent Pap test?
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Continued from Page #2

Adequate prior screening?

Yes

Will screening be discontinued
(preferred by UpToDate
authors, USPSTF, and ACS)?

Yes

No

Screen now for
cervical cancer with co-testing

Did screening include
negative HPV testing?

Discontinue screening

When was the most
recent HPV test?
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When was most
recent Pap test?
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Continued from Page #4

When was the most
recent HPV test?

<5 years ago 25 years ago

Screen now for cervical cancer with
one of the following tests:

« Primary HPV testing

« Co-testing

« Pap test

Screening due 5 years
after most recent
HPV test
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Continued from Page #4

When was most
recent Pap test?

<3 years ago 23 years ago

Screen now for cervical cancer with
one of the following tests:

« Pap test (preferred by UpToDate
authors and USPSTF)
Primary HPV testing (preferred by ACS)
« Co-testing

Screening due 3 years
after most recent
Pap test

.
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Continued from Page #5
When was the most

recent HPV test?

<5 years ago 25 years ago

Screen now for cervical cancer with

Screening due 5 years one of the following tests:
after most recent « Primary HPV testing (preferred by ACS)
HPV test « Co-testing
« Pap test
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Continued from Page #5
When was most

recent Pap test?

<3 years ago 23 years ago

Screen now for cervical cancer with

Screening due 3 years one of the following tests:
after most recent « Primary HPV testing (preferred by ACS)
Pap test « Co-testing
« Pap test
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Continued from Page #6
When was the most

recent HPV test?

<5 years ago 25 years ago

Screen now for cervical cancer with

Screening due 5 years one of the following tests:
after most recent « Primary HPV testing (preferred by ACS)
HPV test « Co-testing
« Pap test
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Continued from Page #6
When was most

recent Pap test?

<3 years ago 23 years ago

Screen now for cervical cancer with

Screening due 3 years one of the following tests:
after most recent « Primary HPV testing (preferred by ACS)
Pap test « Co-testing
« Pap test
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