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This copy of the UpToDate Pathway includes the algorithm only. Go to https://pathways.uptodate.com/pathway/120449 to review the
complete and most current version of the pathway.

This generalized information is a limited summary of diagnosis, treatment, and/or medication information. It is not meant to be
comprehensive and should be used as a tool to help the user understand and/or assess potential diagnostic and treatment options. It
does NOT include all information about conditions, treatments, medications, side effects, or risks that may apply to a specific patient. It is
not intended to be medical advice or a substitute for the medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment of a health care provider based on the
health care provider's examination and assessment of a patient’s specific and unique circumstances. Patients must speak with a health
care provider for complete information about their health, medical questions, and treatment options, including any risks or benefits
regarding use of medications. This information does not endorse any treatments or medications as safe, effective, or approved for
treating a specific patient. UpToDate, Inc. and its affiliates disclaim any warranty or liability relating to this information or the use thereof.
The use of this information is governed by the Terms of Use, available at https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/know/clinical-effectiveness-
terms. © 2023 UpToDate, Inc. and its affiliates and/or licensors. All rights reserved.
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Yes No

<25 years ≥25 years

Yes, HPV + Yes, HPV - No Yes No

Pathway scope, required tests,
warnings, and exclusions

Was Pap test before this
one also unsatisfactory?
(Select "No" if this is the

first Pap test patient has had.)

Perform colposcopy Patient's age

HPV test done at time of
unsatisfactory Pap test?
(Not recommended for
patients <25 years old.)

Positive test for HPV at time
of unsatisfactory Pap test?

Perform colposcopy
or

Repeat a Pap test
in 2 to 4 months

Obtain a Pap test in either
2 to 4 months or in 1 year

Obtain a Pap test
in 2 to 4 months

Was the test positive for
HPV 16 or 18?
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Obtain a Pap test
in 2 to 4 months,

possibly with HPV testing
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Yes No

Was the test positive for
HPV 16 or 18?

Continued from Page #2

Perform colposcopy

Perform colposcopy
or

Repeat a Pap test with
HPV testing in 2 to 4 months
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